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of an allegation of or investigation for fraud,
or that has been referred to the Department
of Justice for litigation.

(2) The head of an executive, judicial, or
legislative agency may exempt from sale any
class of nontax debts if the head of the agen-
cy determines that the sale would interfere
with the mission of the agency admin-
istering the program under which the indebt-
edness was incurred.

TITLE IV—TREATMENT OF HIGH VALUE
NONTAX DEBTS

SEC. 401. ANNUAL REPORT ON HIGH VALUE
NONTAX DEBTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the end of each fiscal year, the head of
each agency that administers a program that
gives rise to a delinquent high value nontax
debt shall submit a report to Congress that
lists each such debt.

(b) CONTENT.—A report under this section
shall, for each debt listed in the report, in-
clude the following:

(1) The name of each person liable for the
debt, including, for a person that is a com-
pany, cooperative, or partnership, the names
of the owners and principal officers.

(2) The amounts of principal, interest, and
penalty comprising the debt.

(3) The actions the agency has taken to
collect the debt, and prevent future losses.

(4) Specification of any portion of the debt
that has been written-down administratively
or due to a bankruptcy proceeding.

(5) An assessment of why the borrower de-
faulted.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this title:
(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’’ has the

meaning that term has in chapter 37 of title
31, United States Code, as amended by this
Act.

(2) HIGH VALUE NONTAX DEBT.—The term
‘‘high value nontax debt’’ means a nontax
debt having an outstanding value (including
principal, interest, and penalties) that ex-
ceeds $1,000,000.
SEC. 402. REVIEW BY INSPECTORS GENERAL.

The Inspector General of each agency shall
review the annual report to Congress re-
quired in section 401 and make such rec-
ommendations as necessary to improve per-
formance of the agency. Each Inspector Gen-
eral shall periodically review and report to
Congress on the agency’s nontax debt collec-
tion management practices. As part of such
reviews, the Inspector General shall examine
agency efforts to reduce the aggregate
amount of high value nontax debts that are
resolved in whole or in part by compromise,
default, or bankruptcy.
SEC. 403. REQUIREMENT TO SEEK SEIZURE AND

FORFEITURE OF ASSETS SECURING
HIGH VALUE NONTAX DEBT.

The head of an agency authorized to col-
lect a high value nontax debt that is delin-
quent shall, when appropriate, promptly
seek seizure and forfeiture of assets pledged
to the United States in any transaction giv-
ing rise to the nontax debt. When an agency
determines that seizure or forfeiture is not
appropriate, the agency shall include a jus-
tification for such determination in the re-
port under section 401.

TITLE V—FEDERAL PAYMENTS
SEC. 501. PROMOTING ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS.

(a) EARLY RELEASE OF ELECTRONIC PAY-
MENTS.—Section 3903(a) of title 31, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘‘(1) provide that the required payment
date is—

‘‘(A) the date payment is due under the
contract for the item of property or service
provided; or

‘‘(B) no later than 30 days after a proper in-
voice for the amount due is received if a spe-

cific payment date is not established by con-
tract;’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon
at the end of paragraph (8), by striking the
period at the end of paragraph (9) and insert-
ing ‘‘; and’’, and by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(10) provide that the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget may waive the
application of requirements under paragraph
(1) to provide for early payment of vendors in
cases where an agency will implement an
electronic payment technology which im-
proves agency cash management and busi-
ness practice.’’.

(b) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT ELECTRONIC PAY-
MENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to an agreement
between the head of an executive agency and
the applicable financial institution or insti-
tutions based on terms acceptable to the
Secretary of the Treasury, the head of such
agency may accept an electronic payment,
including debit and credit cards, to satisfy a
nontax debt owed to the agency.

(2) GUIDELINES FOR AGREEMENTS REGARDING
PAYMENT.—The Secretary of the Treasury
shall develop guidelines regarding agree-
ments between agencies and financial insti-
tutions under paragraph (1).

The bill, as amended, was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, was
read a third time by title, and passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the bill, as amended, was
passed was, by unanimous consent, laid
on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said bill.

T115.32 FEDERALLY OWNED INVENTIONS
LICENSE

On motion of Mrs. MORELLA, by
unanimous consent, the Committee on
Science was discharged from further
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4859) to
improve the ability of Federal agencies
to license federally owned inventions.

When said bill was considered, read
twice, ordered to be engrossed and read
a third time, was read a third time by
title, and passed.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the bill was passed was, by
unanimous consent, laid on the table.

Ordered, That the Clerk request the
concurrence of the Senate in said bill.

T115.33 LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION
BICENTENNIAL

On motion of Mr. CASTLE, by unani-
mous consent, the bill (H.R. 1560) to re-
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to
mint coins in commemoration of the
bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, and for other purposes; to-
gether with the following amendment
of the Senate thereto, was taken from
the Speaker’s table:

Page 10, after line 2 insert:
SEC. 11. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDALS FOR

THE ‘‘LITTLE ROCK NINE’’.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds that—
(1) Jean Brown Trickey, Carlotta Walls La-

Nier, Melba Patillo Beals, Terrence Roberts,
Gloria Ray Karlmark, Thelma Mothershed
Wair, Ernest Green, Elizabeth Eckford, and Jef-
ferson Thomas, hereafter in this section referred
to as the ‘‘Little Rock Nine’’, voluntarily sub-
jected themselves to the bitter stinging pains of
racial bigotry;

(2) the Little Rock Nine are civil rights pio-
neers whose selfless acts considerably advanced
the civil rights debate in this country;

(3) the Little Rock Nine risked their lives to
integrate Central High School in Little Rock,
Arkansas, and subsequently the Nation;

(4) the Little Rock Nine sacrificed their inno-
cence to protect the American principle that we
are all ‘‘one nation, under God, indivisible’’;

(5) the Little Rock Nine have indelibly left
their mark on the history of this Nation; and

(6) the Little Rock Nine have continued to
work toward equality for all Americans.

(b) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to present, on behalf of Con-
gress, to Jean Brown Trickey, Carlotta Walls
LaNier, Melba Patillo Beals, Terrence Roberts,
Gloria Ray Karlmark, Thelma Mothershed
Wair, Ernest Green, Elizabeth Eckford, and Jef-
ferson Thomas, commonly referred to the ‘‘Little
Rock Nine’’, gold medals of appropriate design,
in recognition of the selfless heroism that such
individuals exhibited and the pain they suffered
in the cause of civil rights by integrating Cen-
tral High School in Little Rock, Arkansas.

(c) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the presentation referred to in subsection (b) the
Secretary of the Treasury shall strike a gold
medal with suitable emblems, devices, and in-
scriptions to be determined by the Secretary for
each recipient.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATION.—Ef-
fective October 1, 1998, there are authorized to
be appropriated such sums as may be necessary
to carry out this section.

(e) DUPLICATE MEDALS.—
(1) STRIKING AND SALE.—The Secretary of the

Treasury may strike and sell duplicates in
bronze of the gold medals struck pursuant to
this section under such regulations as the Sec-
retary may prescribe, at a price sufficient to
cover the cost thereof, including labor, mate-
rials, dies, use of machinery, and overhead ex-
penses, and the cost of the gold medal.

(2) REIMBURSEMENT OF APPROPRIATION.—The
appropriation used to carry out this section
shall be reimbursed out of the proceeds of sales
under paragraph (1).
SEC. 12. FORD CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to present, on behalf of the
Congress, to Gerald R. and Betty Ford a gold
medal of appropriate design—

(1) in recognition of their dedicated public
service and outstanding humanitarian contribu-
tions to the people of the United States; and

(2) in commemoration of the following occa-
sions in 1998:

(A) The 85th anniversary of the birth of Presi-
dent Ford.

(B) The 80th anniversary of the birth of Mrs.
Ford.

(C) The 50th wedding anniversary of Presi-
dent and Mrs. Ford.

(D) The 50th anniversary of the 1st election of
Gerald R. Ford to the United States House of
Representatives.

(E) The 25th anniversary of the approval of
Gerald R. Ford by the Congress to become Vice
President of the United States.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the presentation referred to in subsection (a),
the Secretary of the Treasury shall strike a gold
medal with suitable emblems, devices, and in-
scriptions to be determined by the Secretary.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATION.—
There are authorized to be appropriated not to
exceed $20,000 to carry out this section.

(d) DUPLICATE MEDALS.—
(1) STRIKING AND SALE.—The Secretary of the

Treasury may strike and sell duplicates in
bronze of the gold medal struck pursuant to this
section under such regulations as the Secretary
may prescribe, at a price sufficient to cover the
cost thereof, including labor, materials, dies, use
of machinery, and overhead expenses, and the
cost of the gold medal.

(2) REIMBURSEMENT OF APPROPRIATION.—The
appropriation used to carry out this section
shall be reimbursed out of the proceeds of sales
under paragraph (1).
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